The Percy Report
Read Percy’s Story from the beginning!

INITIAL EXAM:
Animal control exam and treatment on 9/15/06
Rabies and DHLPP given 9/22/06
HW Positive on 9/25/06
Pulled from shelter 9/26/06 by IMPS volunteer Tara Guevara
Taken DIRECTLY to APAW and Dr. Giuffre
Lft Rear: Mid diaphyseal transverse fracture, tounge depressor splint applied had dug into hock causing seroma and bandage sores
Rt Rear: Fractured medial maleolus, bandage sores and ulcerative lesion caused by licking
All fractures will require surgical repair
Sores cleaned and treated, new bandages applied
Placed on antibiotics and pain relievers
Next Stage:
Referred to local orthopedist
Surgical estimates at $4000
Treatment costs are prohibitive for our rescue so the search continues for another vet
Bandage Check:
9/29/06- Back to APAW for a bandage check
Dr. Giuffre was happy with the bandages- no need to change
Come back on 10/03 is no surgery is yet scheduled
Percy looked much better to the staff
Bandage Check #2:
10/03/06 Percy goes back to APAW and Dr. Giuffre for another bandage check.
Changed bandages. Sores look good! Percy had a sequestrum bone fragment removed from his fractured right leg. It reamins the most painful of his injuries.
Seeing our lack of options for a dog that clearly needs surgical assistance, Dr. Giuffre placed us in contact with Dr. Scott Anderson at Waugh Chapel Veterinary Clinic. Their kind staff has taken Percy in and offered reduced surgical and hospitalization fees for us and given us the opportunity to have his surgeries performed first and allow us to fund raise and pay the hospital back! God bless you Dr. Giuffre and Dr. Anderson for helping Percy! 

Off to Waugh Chapel Vets!
10/5/06- Percy is checked in to the Waugh Chapel Clinic
After tests to determine the extent of his injuries, Dr Anderson finds even more fracture and bone damage. Percy will now need at least 2 surgeries to repair all his damaged bones! Dr. Anderson has agreed to cap fees at $2500 for the surgeries and we will need an additional $450 for the Heart Worm Treatment. Again- through the kindness of Dr. Anderson and his staff, Percy is recieving care RIGHT NOW and we are in the process of beginning fund raising efforts to pay for his expenses.

Surgery #1:
Percy had surgery on his left leg and pelvis this afternoon (10/5). He is recoverring nicely and will be staying at the hospital until his secomd surgery is scheduled for early next week. I will be going to visit Percy tomorrow morning and updating everyone sometime on friday. If you'd like to recieve email updates, please email me at IMPSPercy@bigpurplebarnbowie.org and type SUBSCRIBE UPDATES in the subject. 

Update 10/06/06:
I visited Percy at Waugh Chapel today. He was doing ok, but not eating for the staff. I was able to get him to eat some and walk around a little. He can already bare weight on the repaired left leg because of the plate. He seemed very glad to see me but he was obviously in some pain. The staff there is wonderful and very kind. Percy had a plate screwed into the large fracture on his left femur. They showed me in pre-surgical films that he also had a dislocate hip. Unfortunately there is a short window of time in which a dislocated joint can be repaired and Percy missed that hours long window by weeks. The head of the femur had lost blood supply and died so it had to be removed and his femur was attached to the socket using muscle. You can see this in the post surgical X-ray. 
Percy was doing well enough today that they told me I could pick him up. He has a pain patch and they sent me home with additional pain meds and antibiotics. Percy seemed really glad to go home. We stopped at Chik Fil-A and Percy got some nuggets to eat on the way home. I got him home and resting comfortably. He is due back at Waugh Chapel Monday morning for observation and for the second surgery to his right leg either  Monday or Tuesday.
Home Update 10/07/06:
Percy got up this morning screaming. I know he was in pain and the wet and cold weather wasn't helping. Once he calmed himself down and I was able to help him up and get him moving he seemed better. He seems to be having trouble staying warm, even with his blankets. He went outside to use the bathroom during a break in the rain and got around really well. He ate well this morning and took him medicine although he really didn't want it. He cries a lot and it is heartbreaking. You see him trying to get comfortable and then getting stuck. I finally got him settled in a nice heap of blankets.
Percy's afternoon outing went well. He really got around the yard with no problems and seemed happy to be outside. He didn't fall once navigating around to find somewhere to go relieve himself. He made it around as much as he could and then whined to be brought back to the house when he was tired.
Percy didn't have much interest in dinner and was really grouchy. He made it around outside and then was just really tired and sore. I managed to get him to eat some freshly cooked fish and rice. I haven't had as much luck getting him to drink. I give him a syringe filled with water occasionally, but he is getting the idea and doesn't cooperate so much now. Any ideas would be appreciated.....just email Percy. I got him settled in for the night finally and after some crying, he found a comfy spot and slept. One more day until his next hospital stay. I am just aiming at keeping him warm, comfortable and happy until then.
PERCY UPDATE 10-13-06
Percy went to the vet twice this week for evaluations. The staff is so caring that they offered him Boston Market for lunch on Monday! I had a hard time getting Percy to eat over the weekend following his surgery. I think it is hard to eat when you are in pain. He lost almost 2 pounds which is a lot for a 12 pound dog. I cooked beef, fish and rice for him just to keep him eating. Whatever it takes is what I do. Percy came home Monday from the vet with interest in food and was able to get around better. With each passing day his appetite improves and he gets around more in the yard and the house! He even attempted to amble after a squirrel with the other dogs! He is also getting up to bark at people coming into the house adding to the dog security alarm crew we already have. I can see he is in less pain now and really starting to feel better. He went back to Waugh Chapel on Wednesday. Dr. Andersen wanted him to continue physical therapy on his already repaired leg which just entails lots of small sessions outside walking around to build strength and flexibility. He is a model patient. The staff remarked at how well he seemed to be doing and that he was less cranky and resistant with them as well. WAY TO GO PERCY!! They are scheduling him for surgery on the right leg for Tuesday 10-17-06. Hopefully over the next few days I can pack some food in him and keep him moving outside. He is getting ever more playful and more personable to those he meets. I know he is getting more comfortable and that he doesn't feel the need to protect himself constantly from pain. It is amazing to me how far he has come in just 3 weeks. He is such a trooper. Please check back for updates soon!

 UPDATE 10-20-06
Percy had his second surgery on Tuesday on 10/17 at Waugh Chapel, again under the expert hands of Dr. Scott Andersen. This surgery was to repair his shattered right ankle. The surgery went well and Percy left lighter than he came as Dr. Andersen went ahead and neutered him too! Sorry Percy- it is for your own good. Percy was able to come home the same day as surgery and he was in great spirits. He is currently wearing a cast to protect the surgical repairs and that will be on for about 3 to 4 weeks to allow healing. Percy's appetite is increasing and he was out and about in the yard the next day. Now we can see significant changes in his behavior and ability almost every day. He is becoming more comfortable, confident and mobile. He can get up and down with more ease, he can take longer jaunts around the farm and he is getting up to bark at strangers at the door! It is amazing to think this dog could not use his hind legs just a few weeks ago. He is scheduled for a recheck on Tuesday 10/24 and to schedule his heartworm treatments. We will keep you posted. Please continue to keep Percy in your thoughts and prayers. He is really doing so well!
UPDATE 11-01-06
Percy is doing really well. He is gaining weight and strength every day and his personality is really starting to bloom. He is a talkative soul and now is comfortable enough to follow our other dogs around and get into mischief. He is also comfortable enough to take up the favorite pastime of any self respecting minpin- snuggling under the blankets on the bed. Percy loves his afternoon snuggle time and is so pleased with himself that he is able to comfortably negotiate a tangle of comforters and lay pressed against someone's feet or legs. He is taking longer walks outside and venturing further around the property. It is really helping him regain flexibility in his joints and he hardly resorts to walking on his front legs anymore. He is still twisted off to the right as a result of not being able to use his hind legs for so many weeks, but hopefully physical therapy will address that in the near future. He is still in his cast and will be for another few weeks and he is scheduled for his heartworm treatment next week at Waugh Chapel. I have no doubts he will make a wonderful and loyal companion for someone special. Please keep Percy in your thoughts and prayers and check back soon for updates. Don't forget to buy some raffle tickets to support Percy's fund!

Please check Percy’s Page at www.bigpurplebarnbowie.org for current updates!
